4th Battalion The Royal Australian Regiment

WOODSIDE - 1964-1965 
The first unit of the Australian Army to bear the title, Fourth Battalion, the Royal Australian Regiment was raised in 1952. On 18 January 1952, a unit known initially as the Royal Australian Regiment Depot was raised at Ingleburn, NSW to train and hold Infantrymen for service in Korea. From the raising of the Royal Australian Regiment in Japan after World War Two, the Australian Army had only three regular Infantry battalions. 3RAR was engaged in operations in Korea as part of the United Nations Force and 1RAR was in the process of deploying to Korea to double the Australian commitment there. 2RAR had also been warned for service in Korea and 2 RAR was unable to train individual replacements for the two battalions in Korea and at the same time conduct battalion level training to prepare itself for operations in Korea. 

On 10 March 1952, the Royal Australian Regiment Depot was renamed the Fourth Battalion, The Royal Australian Regiment (4RAR). This renaming was necessary as the Government had given approval to raise a fourth battalion of the Royal Australian Regiment and not a regimental depot as was intended. In the event however, 4RAR actually performed the function of a regimental depot conducting the Infantry corps training of personnel destined for Korea and later Malaya. It had a permanent staff of only about 40 personnel, although several thousand Infantrymen passed through it during the eight years that it existed on the Order of Battle – the name given to the military’s organisational structure.

On 24 March 1960, the then 4RAR was redesignated as Depot Company, the Royal Australian Regiment and incorporated with the School of Infantry to form the new Infantry Centre which was newly located at Ingleburn. The Infantry Centre subsequently relocated to Singleton, NSW in 1973.

The decision to raise a fourth battalion of the Royal Australian Regiment was as a result of world tension especially in South East Asia. 3RAR was already involved in operations in Malaysia, Communist aggression in South Viet Nam was a major consideration and there was some concern over Indonesia’s aggression towards Malaysia and its intentions in Papua New Guinea.

Raising instructions were issued in on 13 January 1964 stating that the battalion was to be at full strength by 31 March 1964, some two months later. 4RAR was the first battalion of the Royal Australian Regiment and therefore the first regular Infantry battalion to be raised on Australian soil, the older battalions, 1RAR, 2RAR and 3RAR were formed in Japan in 1945. 

The original members were selected personnel from the three existing battalions of the Regiment. The Pacific Islands Regiment provided some of the officers and subsequent reinforcements came through the Infantry Centre.

On 01 February 1964, during the Battalion’s inauguration parade at the Battalion’s new home at Woodside Barracks, South Australia, the original commanding officer, Lieutenant Colonel D.S. (David) Thomson MC, when addressing the Battalion said that, “Although we are a new battalion, we inherit great traditions forged for us by the older battalions of the Royal Australian Regiment in the snows of Korea and the jungles of Malaya. We must live up these traditions and help make new ones.” 

Lieutenant Colonel Thomson, affectionaly known as the Father of the Fourth, had served as a platoon commander in New Guinea during the later part of World War Two where he had been wounded in action. He then served as a company commander with 1RAR in Korea where he was wounded in action a second time and awarded the Military Cross. 

Warrant Officer Class One (WO1) L.E. “Paddy” Brennan MBE, was the first Regimental Sergeant Major (RSM) of the Battalion. He was a veteran of the British Army’s Brigade of Guards and after joining the Australian Army he served with 1RAR in Korea where he was made a Member of the British Empire (MBE) for his service.

Just prior to the raising of the Battalion it was proposed that a new Infantry regiment called The Queens Australian Rifles (QAR) be formed and that 4RAR would become the first battalion of that regiment. Early references to the proposed battalion as the “Queens” quickly killed off that idea and when 4RAR was officially raised it was as 4RAR and not 1QAR.


Right to left: Lt Rollo Brett, WO2 Kevin Stockley, Pte Blue Buckley, Cpl Arthur Lancaster, Cpl Alan Price, Cpl Noel Huish.

“An eyes right from members of the 4th Battalion, The Royal Australian Regiment, on a march-past in King William Street, Adelaide, just before going into jungle training in Queensland.”

The original colour allotted to the Battalion was bronze. This was a rather nondescript colour and the Commanding Officer directed, quite unofficially, that the Battalion would wear the Infantryman’s scarlet lanyard on the left shoulder. (Infantry members not posted to a battalion wore the Infantry scarlet lanyard on the right shoulder). The only other units in the Australian Army at the time that wore a lanyard on the left shoulder were 1RAR and A Field Battery, 1 Field Regiment of the Royal Regiment of Australian Artillery. Subsequently, scarlet was approved as the battalion colour and eventually all battalions of the Regiment wore their lanyard on the left shoulder.

At the inaugural parade at Woodside, the then Honorary Colonel of the Royal Australian Regiment, Sir Ragnar Garrett unfurled the new official bronze coloured Battalion Flag. This was later redesigned in scarlet but to remind the battalion of its original colour, the regimental badge in the centre was superimposed on a small circle of the original offending bronze. The original flag is still in the possession of 4RAR (Cdo) and is flown on the Battalion birthday each year.

Woodside barracks was not too salubrious. Barrack blocks were run down single story temporary World War Two huts with corrugated iron roofs and walls. They were bitterly cold during the South Australian winter that arrived early in 1964. The Battalion was training for tropical warfare in the South Australian winter dressed in tropical uniforms and in an area with few trees let alone jungle.

The nearby married quarter patch was called Inverbrackie and this was the title given to the new battalion’s quick march tune. Inverbrackie is based on three colonial ballads; “Botany Bay”, “Click Go the Shears” and “The Drovers Dream”. It was arranged by the Battalion’s first bandmaster Warrant Officer Class Two (WO2) Ray Larner.

The first eighteen months of the Battalion’s existence were very hectic involving a lot of hard and innovative training. 4RAR essentially pioneered the use of airmobile operations using helicopters in the Australian Army. It also trained volunteers in parachuting using its former Special Air Service Regiment and Airborne Platoon members as instructors. Morale was high as the battalion knew it was to be deployed on operations. The Battalion was to relieve 3RAR in Malaya and in the second half of 1965 and Confrontation with Indonesia was hotting up. 

There was also a possibility that 4RAR might be the first Australian battalion to deploy to South Viet Nam, however it was too late for 4RAR and that honour fell to 1RAR. One of the reasons for this was that the Battalion had been warned that it might be going to Malaya where married quarters were plentiful, families could accompany their husbands and many of the soldiers proceeded to get married. 4RAR had nearly 300 newly married families. Most other battalions had a much lower number of married couples. There was also a possibility that if Confrontation spilled over into Papua New Guinea that 4RAR would be deployed there as Australia’s first response. In fact 4RAR had been allocated to three possible simultaneous areas of conflict in its first eighteen months of existence; Malaysia, South Viet Nam and Papua New Guinea. 

During the Battalion’s time in South Australia, two significant events occurred. On 11 April 1965 at the Adelaide Cricket Ground, the then Governor General, The Right Honorable Viscount De L’isle VC, KG, GCMG, GCVO, PC presented Queens and Regimental Colours to the Battalion and the Queen, Her majesty, Queen Elizabeth the Second, approved an alliance between the Irish Regiment of Foot guards, usually referred to as the Irish guards and Fourth Battalion, The Royal Australian Regiment.

In October 1965, 4RAR joined 28 Commonwealth Independent Brigade at Terendak Camp in Malacca, on the west coast of Malaya. Training was intensified immediately as the battalion was placed on very short notice to move to Sarawak in western Borneo to confront the Indonesian army and to counter its aggressive activities towards Malaysia.

THE QUEENS AND REGIMENTAL COLOURS
[image: image1.png]"A moth-eaten rag on a worm-eaten pole
It does not look likely, to stir a mans soul

Tis the deeds that were done neath the moth-eaten rag
When the pole was a staff, and the rag was a flag"





The colours of an Australian Infantry Regiment represent the spirit, traditions and history of the Regiment to which they belong. They are valued, carefully guarded and always treated with respect.  The custom of carrying colours has its origin in ancient and medieval times when during battle, warrior factions carried flags bearing family badges or armorial bearings to show the positions of commanders and to serve as rallying points.  British military history is full of tales of men laying down their lives to protect or save the colours in battle and bullet holes and battle damage was never repaired but borne as a mark of distinction. Since 1754, Regiments have been allowed to carry only the Queens’ (or King’s) Colours and Regimental Colours. Although no longer carried in battle, the Colours remain a symbol of the Regiment, for on them are borne the battle honours granted in recognition of gallant deeds performed by its members.  Colours therefore become more a link with the Regiment’s past and a memorial to the fallen and thus take on a more mystical significance than as mere identifying markers on the battlefield. The Colours became the heart of the Regiment, in which all of its history is woven. Such is the significance that for a Regiment to lose its colours was (and still is) a major disgrace, with the capture of an enemy's Colours (or equivalent) being seen as a great honour. This is why whenever the colours are paraded, they are always escorted and paid the highest compliments by all soldiers and officers, second only to the sovereign herself. Uncased colours are always handled by armed escorts wearing gloves and all ranks salute uncased Colours.  When new colours are presented to a Regiment, the old ones are laid up in a Regimental chapel or church. 
The Queen’s and Regimental Colours of 4RAR were presented by the then Governor General of Australia, The Right Honourable Viscount De L’isle VC, KG, GCMG, GCVO, PC (Victoria Cross, Knight of the Garter, Knight Grand Cross of the Most Distinguished Order of St Michael and St George, Knight Grand Cross of the Royal Victorian Order, Privy Counselor) on 11th April 1964. 
2Lt Eli Quartermaine carried the Queen’s Colour and 2Lt Roger Wickham carried the Regimental Colour. Escorts to the Colours were Sergeant Denny Cook and Sergeant Horrie Bush.  
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 [image: image3.jpg]Nate the change of design in the Queen’s Colours from the British flag to the Australian flag.



 

  

Company Flags 

Companies within the Battalion also have their own coloured flags. These flags are not afforded the same reverence as Regimental Colours, but merely depict the various identifying colours allotted to each company. Company tee shirts in company colours are often worn during physical training and inter company sports events.
	A Company
	Gold
	

	B Company
	Blue
	  

	C Company
	Green
	  

	D Company
	Red
	  

	Support Company
	Purple
	  

	Logistics Company
	Brown
	 


Borneo

Operation Claret

Op Thunderball

Op Clear Eyes

Op Casino Royale

Op Brahma Bull

Op Slapsie Maxie

Op Shrine Talk

4 RAR/NZ (Anzac) Bn Vietnam 1st Tour

Op Redwing
Op Koscinsko

Op Toan Thang 2

Op Merino

Op Lyre Bird

Op Imanincka

Op Hawksbury

Op Stirrupp Cup

Op Track Duster

Op Capital 1

Op Capital 2

Op Goodwood 1

Op Goodwood 2

Op Federal

Op Overlander

Op Stafford

Op Sceptre

4 RAR/NZ (Anzac) Bn Vietnam 2nd Tour

Op Iron Maiden

Op Bhowani Junction

Op Overlord

Op Hermit Park

Op Iron Fox

Op North Ward

Op Ivanhoe

Op Valient

Op South Ward

Army Traditions

TRADITIONS AND ACCOUTREMENTS
Traditions
Traditions are beliefs, long established customs or methods of operation handed down from one generation of a unit to another. Traditions adopted by battalions of the Royal Australian Regiment and indeed, the Regiment itself are those things that add to the spirit and pride reflected in a battalion by its officers and soldiers. They are the sometimes unobtrusive, but always identifiable things that allow the battalions in their own way, to adopt a sense of individuality, self pride and self recognition, all of which add to the history of the unit. Without traditions, battalions are just infantry units. With its traditions, sometimes evolving over decades, the battalion becomes ‘The Battalion’, ‘Our Battalion’ and ‘My Battalion’. Officers and soldiers always feel an Esprit de Corps or loyalty and devotion to a battalion because it is they who contribute to and develop the traditions of their battalion and who play a role, oft times by brave deeds and sometimes by unconventional behaviour, in the writing of the history of their battalion. The same may be said of a company and a platoon.

Accoutrements are those items of a soldier’s equipment other than clothes and weapons. Some accoutrements such as hat badges and lanyards are issued items. Some accoutrements are gained by necessity, convenience or just for decoration but they all add to the history and tradition of a unit. 
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The Battalions of the Royal Australian Regiment all have their own identifying accoutrements that discretely separate them from each of the other battalions. Although all battalions of the Regiment wear the same hat badge, they wear differently coloured lanyards. Two of the battalions wear differently coloured puggarees on their slouch hats. All battalions wear different colour patches on their puggarees. Some battalions wear the Rifle Green coloured beret in lieu of the Slouch Hat in General Duty Dress while others may wear coloured berets to indicate their parachute or special forces role. These differences add to the spirit of a battalion and in some cases trace the history of a battalion and 4RAR is no different.

	Battalion raised
	01 February 1964

	Battalion colour 
	Infantry Scarlet

	Lanyard 
	Infantry Scarlet, worn on left shoulder

	Regimental motto
	Duty First

	Battalion nickname
	The Fighting Fourth and The Fourth of Foot (David’s Own)

	Battalion mascot
	None 

	Hat badge
	The Royal Australian Regiment

	Colour patch
	Rifle Green rectangle with Infantry Scarlet centre

	Beret colour
	Commando Green

	Parachute badge
	Black commando wings on Commando Green background

	Battalion Quick March
	Inverbrackie

	Company tunes:
	A Coy - 'Hey Look Me Over'

	 
	B Coy - 'Killworth Hills' 

	 
	C Coy - 'World of our Own'

	 
	D Coy - ‘These Boots Were Made for Walking'

	 
	Operations Support Coy - 'St Louis Blues'

	 
	Operations Logistic Coy -  'Puff the Magic Dragon' 

	Current location
	Holsworthy, Sydney, NSW

	Allied Regiment
	The Irish Guards


The battalion is now:

Fourth Battalion, The Royal Australian Regiment (Commando) 
4RAR (Cdo)
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	The Parachute Badge (Wings) of 4RAR Cdo worn on the upper right arm and the 4RAR colour Patch worn on the slouch hat 


 

. and now I have a badge boys,
Of badges it’s the best:
It means far more to me
Than the hairs upon my chest.
To all admiring men it doth
A mighty deed extol:
The keeping of the trousers clean
Whilst jumping through the hole.
(Extract from the British Airborne Forces song:
‘Jumping Through the Hole’, circa 1942)

 The 4RAR (Commando) Battalion Prayer
Almighty God, Lord of Armies, you are the God who is victorious over all that is evil.  You are the source of courage, endurance, perseverance, hope and love.  Those of us who serve you in the role of Commando request of you that we will be courageous when called upon to face danger, that we will endure when called to suffer, that we will persevere when the way is long and lonely, that we will continue to seek the light when all around is dark.  May we seek to serve for the good of others, and we ask that we will remain committed to whatever is true, noble, right and worthy.  Give us compassion for those whom we are called upon to protect, and respect for those we face in battle.  Let us place our Duty First in your service.  We ask this through the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Amen.

The Green Puggaree
Whilst the battalion was overseas in Malaysia in 1965, preparing for  operational service in Borneo against Indonesian confrontation, the logistics system was unable to supply the normal khaki puggaree worn on the ‘Slouch Hat’ or Hat, Khaki, Fur Felt. The battalion was aware that some years earlier the same fate had befallen 1 RAR and that 1 RAR had written off a quantity of the British issued brown woollen shirts and had the local Indian tailor make puggarees from the shirts which were then issued to the troops in lieu of the normally issued puggarees. Not to be outdone 4RAR did the same thing with the British issued jungle green bush jacket and so 4RAR wears a green puggaree when the slouch hat is worn. In its Commando role, 4RAR does not wear the slouch hat but instead wears the Commando Green beret.

The Battalion’s Colour 
The coloured lanyard of all Infantry battalions is worn on the left shoulder. This was not always so because in the late fifties and early sixties, 1RAR wore a blue lanyard on the left, 2RAR wore a green lanyard on the right and 3RAR wore a green lanyard on the left. Whilst 2RAR was serving in Malaya in 1961 to 1963 it was granted the right to wear a black lanyard on the left.

When 4RAR was raised in 1964, it was initially given the nondescript colour of bronze for its battalion colour and lanyard. This was unacceptable to the CO, Lt Col David Thomson MC, and he requested that the unit colour and lanyard colour be changed to Infantry Scarlet. 

This was approved but not before the bronzed coloured Battalion flag was issued and raised on the first battalion parade at Woodside on the 1st February 1964. That flag was changed to Infantry Scarlet but to maintain the history of the flag, the Battalion crest on the scarlet flag is superimposed against a bronze circle. The original flag is still flown on the Battalion’s birthday. 4RAR is the only unit of the Army to have two official flags.

The Bearded Sergeant
During the Battalion’s time in South Australia two significant events occurred.  On 11 April 1965, the Governor General, The Right Honourable Viscount De L’isle VC, KG, GCMG, GCVO, PC presented the Queen’s and Regimental Colours to the Battalion and during the inspection of the Battalion, Viscount De L’Isle was introduced to the Assault Pioneer Sergeant.  

The Governor General queried the Commanding Officer, Lt Col David Thomson MC, as to why the Assault Pioneer Sergeant was not wearing a beard. When the CO replied “It is not the custom in our Army, Sir” the Governor General then said, “It is an old tradition in my Regiment, the Grenadiers, and to mark the presentation of your first Colours and as your Commander-in-Chief, I believe it would be appropriate for the Pioneer Sergeant of 4 RAR to wear a beard from now on. I trust you will see to this, Colonel.”
Subsequently, the 4 RAR Assault Pioneer Platoon Sergeant became the only soldier in the Australian Army authorised to wear a full beard (no chinstrap when wearing the slouch hat).  It was rather disconcerting to the original Pioneer Platoon Sergeant that he was unable to grow a beard!  On ceremonial occasions, the Pioneer Platoon Sergeant wore a white leather apron and carried an axe over his shoulder.  This tradition continued within 4RAR but with the evolution of the make up of an Infantry battalion, the Assault Pioneer Platoon was removed from the battalions of the Regiment and 4RAR did not have an Assault Pioneer Platoon Sergeant to carry on the tradition.  After 4RAR was delinked from 2/4RAR and the role of the bearded sergeant was later transferred to the Regimental Police Sergeant of the Battalion.

When 4RAR became 4RAR (Cdo) a Regimental Police Section was removed from the establishment and the tradition of the bearded Assault Pioneer Sergeant came to an end. 

Like all traditions and customs, those that reflect the current responsibilities of a unit will remain and those that cannot continue because of change or evolution, will be retired. The bearded sergeant however, will still remain as a part of the history and the folklore of the Battalion forever. 
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	Sgt Denny Cook, the first 4RAR bearded Assault Pioneer Sergeant, 1966
	Sgt Paul Schwizler on parade, 1997


SSgt Frank N. Stein
Staff Sergeant Frank N. Stein is an effigy of original members, Sergeant Noel (Horror) Huish and Staff Sergeant Frank Galvin of the 4 RAR Sergeants’ Mess.  Customs associated with SSgt Frank N. Stein include attending all Sergeants’ Mess activities and some Battalion activities, appropriately dressed. 

A newly promoted Sergeant is appointed as his sponsor and at all formal dinners the sponsor sergeant eats and drinks on SSgt Frank N. Stein's behalf. SSgt Frank N. Stein is now a qualified parachutist and commando having passed all the qualifying tests as undertaken by his nominated sponsor. SSgt Frank N. Stein wears the medals of all 4RAR campaigns.
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	SSgt Frank N.Stein in suit attending the 4RAR ANZAC Day dawn service in 1967 
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	SSgt Frank N.Stein being held, second from left whilst attending church parade in Winter Service Dress, 1997 
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	I Love You! 
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	Everybody loves a uniform 
	Obviously Officer material 
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	Oops! Sorry Staff Sergeant 


The Kibby VC Club
In 1964, the RSM, WO1 Paddy Brennan MBE suggested to the Commanding Officer, Lt Col David Thomson MC, that use be made of the old unused Kibby VC Club which used to be the old National Service battalion Regular Army staff club as a Corporals’ Club for the Battalion’s corporals and lance corporals.  The idea being that their own club would bring the corporals together and groom them for future membership of the Sergeant’s Mess in that the corporals would run the club themselves along the lines of a Sergeants’ Mess. 
This worked for a while until some corporals decided that as they slept in the same accommodation and worked so closely with their soldiers that they should revert to drinking with them in the nearby Derrick VC Club, the private soldiers club. This came to a sudden end and the wayward corporals quickly returned to using the Kibby VC Club after the RSM strongly advised them that to drink in the Derrick VC Club they had to be private soldiers. The concept of the Corporals’ Club was highly successful but due to operational expedience, the concept was abandoned on the Battalion’s arrival in Malaysia in 1965.

The SPU Club
The SPU Club or to give it its official name, the Sports Personnel United Club, originated when 4RAR was in Malaysia from 1965 to 1967. Then as now, separate messes and clubs were maintained for officers – the Officers Mess; for sergeants, staff sergeants and warrant officers – the Sergeants’ Mess; for corporals and below - the Soldiers’ Club.

As part of its operational training programme, 4RAR participated in many sports at platoon, company and battalion level and regularly played against other Commonwealth units.  Because of the rank separated messes and the inherent dress regulations of each mess, after the games there was no common place at which the players could gather to share a quiet beer with each other.  A few of the diehards put their heads together and came up with the idea of building their own bar in the rain forest adjoining the Battalion lines where all ranks could gather after a game, still dressed in sports gear.  It was to be called the Sports Personnel United Club or SPU Club. 

Some basic rules were applied; all ranks could attend, minimum dress was shorts and thongs, fighting was to result in disbarment, the rank system was to still apply although watered down slightly among the less senior ranks and members cleaned up after themselves.

It became such a success that the CO soon regulated the hours of the opening of the club so that the messes could make a profit! 

When the Battalion was de-linked from 2RAR in 1995, the new Commanding Officer, Lt Col Ray Smith and the RSM, WO1 Snowy Kahler immediately re-instituted the SPU Club.

Having no room at Holsworthy to locate a club similar to the original SPU Club, the members of the Battalion elected to call the Soldiers Club, the ‘SPU Club’. It did not take long before there was some objection to the name, especially from the wives of the Battalion, but a ‘referendum’ of the junior NCOs’ and soldiers resulted in the name remaining; their main reasoning: “tradition”. The SPU Club is now the assembly point for all ranks after a Battalion event. Numbered, metal Commando winged key rings are issued to all members. 

4RAR Firsts
4RAR can lay claim to a multitude of firsts.
It was the first battalion to have a commanding officer who preceded all addresses to the battalion by asking,” Can you hear me up the back?” 
The first battalion of the RAR to be raised on Australian soil.
The first battalion to involve Padres of all denominations in a dedication service.
The first battalion to train for helicopter insertions and extractions.
The first battalion to wear the newly issued Summer Service Dress in 1965.
The first battalion to wear the American combat jacket.
The first battalion to institute the battalion game of, “Nominated Sergeants, Corporals and Privates, on the command, change shirts, change shirts. Change Shirts!” 
The first battalion to institute a Corporals’ Club.
The first battalion to introduce a SPU Club.
The battalion that did not go ashore in Borneo on the 25th April. That day belonged to someone else.
The last battalion out of Borneo in 1965.
The first battalion to have Under Command, Gurkhas and SAS at the same time.
The only battalion to be awarded the privilege of wearing the 99 Gurkha Brigade tie.
The last battalion out of South Vietnam in 1972.
The first battalion to have an identifiable dummy as a member of the Sergeants’ Mess.
The first battalion to have seven sets of brothers serving at the one time.
The first battalion to employ its Administrative Company as a rifle company through the Battle Efficiency course at the Jungle Training Centre prior to departing for South Vietnam.
The first battalion where the COs knew every member and their wives by their first name. (At times, this was not a good thing!)
The first regular Commando Battalion to be raised in the Australian Army.
The first battalion of the Regiment to be awarded the Unit Citation for Gallantry and the Meritorious Unit Citation.
DUTY FIRST 
4th Battalion The Royal Australian Regiment (Commando)

Holsworthy
In October 1996, an Australian Army study identified the need for a full time commando capacity within the Australian Defence Force (ADF) to complement and argument the ability of the Australian Special Air Service Regiment (SASR) to conduct special operations. On 1 February 1997 4RAR was renamed Fourth Battalion, The Royal Australian Regiment (Commando), abbreviated to 4RAR(Cdo) and designated a full time commando role. 


In November 1999 4RAR (Cdo) become operational and was warned out for peace making operations in East Timor. Between April to October 2001, 4RAR (Cdo) was deployed to East Timor, which in turn redefined the unit as a conventional light infantry battalion for this deployment. Upon return to Australia, the battalion recommenced its Special Operations capability.

Role and Organisation
The role of 4RAR (Cdo) is to "be prepared to undertake large scale offensive operations beyond the range and capability of other ADF units in support of Australia's national interests." 
Likely tasks include – 

· Evacuation operations 

· Entry from Air and Sea 

· Protection Operations 

· Support Operations 

· Training Assistance 

· Domestic Counter Terrorism 

· Advanced Force Operations 

· Point of Entry Seizure 

· Strike Operations 

· Support to Special Recovery Operations 

· Combat Search and Rescue 

· Target Acquisition 
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In order to conduct these tasks 4 RAR (Cdo) utilises a variety of insertion methods by air, sea and land. Specialist parachute techniques used by 4 RAR (Cdo) include parachute load follow (PLF), parachute/ship rendezvous and beach parallel. 

The organisation of 4 RAR (Cdo) is –

· Battalion HQ 

· Tactical Assault Group (East) 

· Commando Companies 

· Signal Squadron 

· Logistic Support Company 

· Operational Support Company

Domestic Counter Terrorism
In reaction to the terrorist attacks on the World Trade Centre Twin Towers in New York on 11 September 2001, the Australian Government directed the ADF to embed a Tactical Assault Group (TAG) within 4 RAR (Cdo), capable of responding to domestic terrorist incidents on the east coast of Australia. The ADF nevertheless had been quietly increasing its Counter Terrorist (CT) capability for more than 5 years prior to 11 September and TAG (E) (E - East) was formed and became operational in September 2002 to complement the SAS in its responsibility for domestic counter terrorism. 

The SAS have been maintaining this CT role for the past 20 years but because of their home base in Perth being on the west coast of Australia, there was a need to establish another TAG on the east coast. TAG (E) also contains an attachment of 13 RAN Clearance Divers to argument the group's maritime CT capabilities.
In light of the added role of domestic CT, the government has increased funding to 4 RAR (Cdo) to provide equipment, facilities and operating costs to the battalion. Part of this includes the construction of training facilities, such as a MOUT complex, aircraft mock up range, 360 degree range (Killing House) and water operations training centre on the East Coast.

Equipment
Because of 4 RAR (Cdo) role being both conventional (Green roles) and unconventional (CT) (Black roles), the unit uses a large variety of equipment to meet the demands of both tasks. Much of their standard weaponry has been replaced by the latest generation of M4A5 Carbines and shortened ParaSAW variants of the Minimi. For its CT role the venerable H&K MP-5 family of machine pistols are used along with latest generation 9 mm pistols and Remington 870 shotguns. The battalion’s snipers use the AW50 12.7 mm (.50 cal) Anti Material Rifle (AMR). 

Conclusion
Since its evolution in 1997, 4 RAR (Cdo) has provided the ADF with a range of unique special operations capabilities to complement those provided by the SAS. Currently those capabilities are being put to use in many counties of the world including East Timor, Iraq and Afghanistan and 4RAR (Cdo) continues to provide a highly relevant and flexible capability to the ADF.

	


Members of 4 RAR conducting Live Fire
training in the Middle East 
	


Members of 4 RAR conducting a night patrol in the Middle East.  Note the beams from the NAD (night aiming device)


In October 1996, an Australian Army Study identified the need for a full time commando capacity within the Australian Defence Force (ADF) to complement and augment the ability of the Australian Special Air Service Regiment (SASR) to conduct ‘special operations’.  A decision was made to convert the battalion to a Special Forces unit and on 1 Feb 97 the unit was renamed Fourth Battalion, The Royal Australian Regiment (Commando), abbreviated to 4 RAR (Cdo).
The unit developed SF competencies between 1995 and 2000.  The competencies were based predominately on 1 Commando Regiment skill-sets.

East Timor

In November 1999 4 RAR (Cdo) became operational and was subsequently warned for peacemaking operations in East Timor.  In late 2000 the battalion reverted to a light infantry battalion in order to support the Peacekeeping in East Timor.  The unit was deployed as a battalion group to East Timor from April 2001 and returned to its base in Holsworthy in November 2001.  Upon return to Australia, the battalion recommenced its Special Operations capability.
Raising of a Tactical Response Group on the East Coast of Australia - TAG (E)
Subsequent to the terrorist attack on September 11 on the New York World Trade Centre and the attack on the Pentagon in Virginia, the Government of Australia (GOAS) directed the Australian Defence Force (ADF) to raise a second Tactical Assault Group (TAG) on the East Coast of Australia.  Members of 4 RAR (Cdo) were sent to the Special Air Service Regiment (SASR) in Perth in January 2002 to attend Close Quarter Battle (CQB) and other Counter Terrorist (CT) specialist courses.  On return to Holsworthy the Tactical Assault Group (East) (TAG-East)) was raised.
Increased Strength - 2002
On the 16 June 2002 the Government directed the raising of an additional commando (Green) company.  Delta Company Group (D Coy) was raised in eighteen months.  Due to the lack of suitable recruits within the then Army and the need to fill the now increased size of Special Operations Command (SOCOMD) a Direct Recruiting Scheme commenced.  Although this scheme had some problems the scheme was a success.
Operation Bastille – Feb 2003 to May 2003.
In February 2003 4 RAR (Cdo) deployed a platoon plus (PL (+)) in support of coalition operations in Iraq.  This operation became known as Operation Bastille and later became known as Operation Falconer.  This was the first time the Unit has deployed a tailored force on operations to undertake specific tasks within a Coalition Special Forces Task Group (SFTG).  The specific Nature of the operation is withheld for operational security reasons.  The SFTG returned to Australia in May 2003 without any loss of personnel.
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4RAR(Cdo) lands in Baghdad
From Capt Phil Pyke in the Middle East
EXPLOSIONS flashed in the night sky as a squad from 4RAR (Cdo) fanned out from the rear of a RAAF C130H at a darkened Baghdad International Airport.
The touchdown was the end result for pallets of medical aid destined for the Iraqi people.
4RAR(Cdo) provided force protection for this initial aid delivery, including much needed drugs and antibiotics. 
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The delivery was a combined effort between Defence and Government agencies as part of Op Baghdad Assist.
The operation is part of the Government’s commitment to humanitarian assistance for the people of Iraq. 
Some of the aid was drawn from HMAS Kanimbla’s surplus medical stores and transferred into Kuwait via the ship’s Sea King and assisted by the Sea Hawk from HMAS Darwin.
Carried out under the command of Australian National Headquarters – Incident Response Team, the humanitarian operation was planned and executed, while the Headquarters continued with its daily routine of supporting coalition operations within Iraq.
The Incident Response Team sourced additional medical supplies from US Force Medical System and other stores from Kuwait to supplement those from HMAS Kanimbla for the first delivery into the war torn city.
The medical supplies being dispatched include the whole range essential items from, IV Fluid, blood bags, gauze bandages, surgical dress such as face masks and gloves, syringes, splints, disposable surgical kits, suture kits, drugs and wound dressings 
With media reporting nearly 40 of Baghdad’s hospitals damaged during war and civil unrest, and the lines of casualties growing, the Australian Government responded by providing this first flight of medical aid into the region.
More medical assistance for the Iraqi people has recently left Australia on two RAAF C130 Hercules from RAAF Richmond.
Medical supplies were delivered to Richmond where ADF personnel worked throughout the night to prepare and package the supplies for departure on the C130s from 37 Sqn RAAF.
Battle damage to the runway at Baghdad International Airport saw the RAAF C130 Hercules land on a taxiway in tactical operation. The pilots and crew worked under night vision. 
The aircraft unloaded with its propellers still turning, in case of the need for an urgent take off. 
As US forces unloaded the pallets, members of 4RAR(Cdo) took up positions around the aircraft, providing a high level of force protection on the darkened taxiway.
Their presence served as one of reassurance with the flash of explosions observed in the distance. 
This was a reminder that parts of Iraq, and Baghdad, are still at war, and to the north battles were still being fought. 
Under night vision, the commandos watched into the distance for any potential threat to the aircraft or crew, during the 15-minute unload.
As the last pallet of aid was taken from the aircraft, preparations began for immediate departure. 4RAR(Cdo) were the last to move back into the C130, still watching towards the perimeter.
Quickly the aircraft took off, climbing steeply and dropping flares against the threat of surface to air missiles.
Despite their small numbers, 4RAR(Cdo) certainly provided a strong representation for the Army during this first phase of Op Baghdad Assist.
The ability of Defence to respond quickly with the launch of Op Baghdad Assist was due to the close cooperation across a number of government departments including the Department of Health and Ageing, the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, AUSAID and the NSW Health Department. 
Operation Tartan ( Intercept of Ship Pong Su) – 2003
In 2003 Tactical Assault Group – West (TAG (W) was asked to intercept the North Korean freighter Pong Su in Operation Tartan.  This freighter had been conducting illegal actions off Southern Australia.  The Police part of this operation has been documented and shown on Australian television.  The North Korean operation was about the importing of drugs into Australia.  4 RAR (Cdo) commanding officer Lt Col Greg de Somer was the commander for this operation with support from a number of other members of the unit.
TARTAN TAG
By Capt Jason Logue
DRAMATIC action on the high seas off Newcastle shattered the recent Easter weekend when Australian Special Forces, supported by HMAS Stuart, seized a renegade drug ship.
The North Korean registered MV Pong Su had been on the run from State and Federal law enforcement agencies for several days when members of Australia’s Special Forces stopped the chase.
SOCAUST Maj-Gen Duncan Lewis said elements of the newly-formed Special Operations Command (SOCOMD) acted as part of a coordinated Government operation to board, seize and secure the ship, which had failed to comply with an order to stop.
He said the boarding of the freighter was carried out by members of TAG(W), TAG(E) and the IRR with specialist skills in boarding vessels underway in open seas.
The element used HMAS Stuart’s helicopter and Rigid Hulled Inflatable Boats (RHIBs) to board the MV Pong Su in some fairly atrocious weather conditions
“The weather made life difficult for our boarding party who had to get aboard a ship rolling and heaving in large seas,” he said.  “That the teams got on board as quickly and professionally as they did is testament to the rigorous and continued training Special Forces members continually undertake.”
He said Special Forces troops moved quickly to dominate the ship by securing the bridge and detaining the 30 crew members.
“The ship was secured, searched, brought on course for Sydney and handed over to the AFP and Customs shortly after.”
He said Op Tartan was extremely successful and highlighted the readiness and capabilities inherent within SOCOMD. 
Op Tartan also reinforced the decision to create SOCOMD with all elements of the command involved in the activity in some way.
“Importantly, this operation reflects the quality and dedication of our people.  In our line of work people are more important than machines and this operation involved some of our finest Australians. “I am very proud of the job they did this morning but I would expect no less.”
SOCOMD’s links with State and Federal agencies, developed through intensive training and operational activities, were also fully tested during the boarding of the Pong Su.
Maj-Gen Lewis also praised the Navy support provided by HMAS Stuart and her crew, as well as the activities of the RAAF flight crews who maintained observation of the freighter when the Coastwatch plane was unavailable during Op Tartan
He also highlighted the whole-of-government approach to the boarding of the MV Pong Su, thanking Federal and State Government agencies which were involved.
“I am sure it was an interrupted, but memorable, Easter for them all.”
The Pong Su is now berthed in Sydney and the crew have been extradited to Victoria for prosecution.
minister media release

24 Year Sentence for Final Pong Su Member - Tuesday, 9th May 2006 

Today's sentencing of the fourth and final shore party member of the Pong Su who was convicted over the illegal importation of heroin into Australia brings to a close this major case, the Minister for Justice and Customs, Senator Chris Ellison said.

Wee Quay Tan, the last person to be sentenced, was charged with Aid an Abet the Importation of a Prohibited Import and today received a 24 year maximum imprisonment.

The Australian Federal Police (AFP) investigation into the illegal importation of 150 kilograms of heroin into Australia in 2003 via a North Korean vessel - the Pong Su - was extensive and complex.

"I congratulate the AFP for their efforts in preventing such a large amount of heroin from reaching Australia's streets," Senator Ellison said.

"The impact of having more than $100 million worth of heroin in the community would have devastated individuals and families."

The sentencing of the four shore party members - all who received more than 20 year maximum prison terms - should send a clear message to anyone who is considering attempting to illegally import drugs into Australia.

The vessel, which was found to be linked to the importation of the heroin, was destroyed earlier this year.

"The convictions and subsequent sentencing of these men is a credit to all the agencies involved. I commend the AFP, Customs, the ADF, and those state police forces involved in the chase of the Pong Su, the arrest of those involved and their subsequent prosecution. It was an excellent example of coordinated law enforcement," Senator Ellison said.

Media inquiries:
Duncan Bremner (Senator Ellison's office) 0409 003 084

Mailing list:
Join the Media releases mailing list.

SINKING OF MV PONG SU
Following a request from the Australian Federal Police (AFP), the Navy and the Air Force have assisted in the disposal of the MV Pong Su under Section 185B of the Customs Act.

After Navy towed the Pong Su from Sydney Harbour, the vessel was sunk approximately 140 kilometres off Jervis Bay in deep water using two 2000-pound high explosive laser guided bombs as part of an exercise involving four RAAF F-111 strike aircraft.

A RAAF AP-3C Orion aircraft performed range clearance and safety roles to ensure that unauthorised vessels remained clear of the safety zone during the exercise, and also to ensure that the area was clear of significant marine life.

The activity provided the Air Force with significant training value for maritime strike operations. These types of opportunities are rare and allow Orion and F-111 aircrew to train against a realistic target.

The disposal of the vessel fully complied with Australian law and was conducted following detailed consideration of environmental and safety regulations.

I would like to thank all the personnel involved for their hard work in what was a valuable training exercise for the ADF.

Further information can be obtained from the AFP on 02 6275 7100.

Stills will be posted on the Defence website at: 
www.defence.gov.au/media/download
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Operation Sumatra Assist 
On Boxing Day 2004 (26 Dec 2004) a tidal wave (tsunami) struck the coast of Indonesia (Sumatra) and other countries in the region.  Signallers and other members of the Battalion were able to react very quickly as part of Operation Sumatra Assist to provide communications, liaison officers, planners and linguists for the humanitarian effort.
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Afghanistan – Operation Slipper – 2 Aug 2005 to 2 Sep 2006
In Aug 2005 4 RAR (Cdo) deployed a platoon plus (PL (+)) to Afghanistan as part of and Australian Special Forces Task Group (SOTG) on Operation Slipper in support of a United States led Combined Joint Special Forces Task Force (CJSOTF).  This was year long commitment of three rotations.  Soldiers of the unit were involved in rapidly developing vehicle mounted operations tactics, techniques and procedures.  Soldiers were involved in some very intense fighting in tough and arduous environment.  On return to Australia in August 2006 Sergeant Ron Hastie of the unit was given an immediate award – The Star of Gallantry and Corporal Brett Wood an award of a – Medal for Gallantry.  To the public they were only referred to as Sgt A and Cpl B.  This was the first such award ever presented as well as a number of other gallantry awards.  The specific nature of the operation is withheld for operational security reasons.  The SOTG returned to Australia returned to Australia in August 2006, again without any loss of life.  Major General Hindmarsh said on the 27 September 2006 “The Special Forces Task Group significantly undermined the insurgency capability of their enemy, thus making a notable contribution to the International Coalition fight against terrorism”.
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Operation Acolyte 5 Feb 2006 to 27 April 2006.
The 2006 Commonwealth Games was being conducted in Melbourne, Australia.  Under command of 4 RAR (Cdo) Commanding Officer, Lt Col Mark Smethurst AM, the unit was involved in training that exercised all the capabilities that may be required after a threat analysis had been conducted.  This was the first operational deployment of TAG (E).  The Commonwealth Games passed without incident.
Establishment Review 18 – 21 April 2006
As part of normal Army programming the unit underwent an Establishment Review.  The major outcome was a significant increase in the unit’s mortar capability, up from 12 to 18 man sections for each Commando Company Group (CCG).  The enhanced mortar section was now able to provide a much enhanced indirect fire support to their companies.  The regrouping of Snipers, Reconnaissance, Joint Offensive Support Team (JOST), and electronic warfare (EW) into a Intelligence, Surveillance, Target Acquisition and Reconnaissance (ISTAR) construct to enhance this capability.
Operation Astute in East Timor 25 May 2006 to 28 July 2006
Civil unrest in Timor Leste resulted in 4 RAR (Cdo) A Company Group being deployed on 25 May 2006 on Operation Astute to stabilise the local situation.  Commandos from 4 RAR (Cdo) were the first elements to arrive in what was a very tense situation.  Calm was quickly restored and a Point of Entry for the follow on Brigade was established.  One the Brigade was established and the area was handed over the commandos reverted to a Quick Reaction Force (QRF) in support of the Brigades activities.  On 28 Jul 2006 4 RAR (Cdo) withdrew.  One platoon remained behind to conduct Special Reconnaissance (SR) and remain there today
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Middle East – Operation Ramp
A rapidly escalating violent situation between Israeli and Palestinian insurgents caused a large movement of people (refugees) from Lebanon that had the potential to overwhelm the resources that were available in the region.  Members of 126 Signal Squadron, (4 RAR (Cdo)) again at very short notice deployed 2 DSS to provide communications for the evacuation operation “Operation Ramp” to the area.
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Operation Quickstep – Coup in Fiji – 2 Nov 2006 to 18 December
The Chief of the Defence Force in Fiji gave advanced warning that he intended to hold a Coup in that country on 2 November 2006.  4 RAR (Cdo) A Company group rapidly deployed this time on to the Royal Australian Ship HMAS Kanmimbla on Operation Quickstep.  A Company’s roll was to evacuate people from Fiji if it became necessary.  The situation remained calm and after 46 days embarked (the longest time any Australian Army force had remained embarked) the force returned to base on 18 Dec 2006.
Timor Leste – 1 Mar to 26 Apr 2007 
There was an increase in tension and violence between Government groups and elements of the Timor Leste Army leading up to elections.  Commandos from 4 RAR (Cdo) were deployed to reinforce the SOTG on 1 March 2007.  Within 48 hours of their arrival a Direct Action (DA) was launched in an attempt to capture an individual and his supporters.  On the night of 2/3 Mar 2007 after a brief and violent fire fight, leaving some of his supporters for dead, the remainder escaped to become fugitives in the mountains of Timor.  Special Air Service Regiment (SASR) and Commandos continued to conduct patrols and DA keeping him isolated and unable to influence the outcome of the elections.  The Commando force was eventually scaled back to a platoon on the 26 Apr 2007.  They will be withdrawn in December 2007.
 Operation Deluge – APEC Meeting Sydney
In 2007 the Australian Government hosted the APEC conference in Sydney, Australia.  In response to any possible terrorist attack the Defence Department activated TAG (E) and TAG (W) as Operation Deluge as CT response.  These meetings were conducted across Australia with responsibility for CT response shared between the two organisations.  Both TAG teams came together to provide security for the Heads of Government meeting held in Sydney.
Operation Slipper – April 2007.
The security situation in Afghanistan in 2007 was seen to be deteriorating.  In response 4 RAR (Cdo) elements were redeployed as part of Special OTG back to Operation Slipper.  This deployment had a much increased commando element of a full Commando Company Group (CCG).  At this time Operations are continuing.
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Now and the Future
4 RAR (Cdo) is continuing to develop new capabilities and remains unique and highly specialised unit within Special Operations Command.

[image: image26.png]



 

THE UNIT CITATION FOR GALLANTRY -UCG

 

The Unit Citation for Gallantry recognises extraordinary gallantry in action by a unit and all soldiers who served in the unit at the time of the recommendation for the award.
 
Fourth Battalion, The Royal Australian regiment (Commando) was awarded the citation as a result of a major engagement in Afghanistan in 2006.

The award as at 18 August 2007 has not been formerly presented to the Battalion and therefore the citation may not be worn until the Commanding Officer formerly accepts the citation for the award from the Governor General. It is anticipated that this will occur in October 2007.
Personnel who were members of the unit when the award was made wear a Federation Star in the centre of the ribbon and continue to wear the insignia after leaving the unit. Personnel who are subsequently posted to the unit wear the insignia without the Federation Star and only while actually posted to the unit. 
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THE MERITORIOUS UNIT CITATION -  MUC 

 The Meritorious Unit Citation recognises sustained outstanding service in warlike operations by a unit and all members of the unit at the time of the recommendation for the award.
Fourth Battalion, The Royal Australian regiment (Commando) was awarded the citation as a result of a major engagement in Afghanistan in 2006.

The award as at 18 August 2007 has not been formerly presented to the Battalion and therefore the citation may not be worn until the Commanding Officer formerly accepts the citation for the award from the Governor General. It is anticipated that this will occur in October 2007.
Personnel who were members of the unit when the award was made wear a Federation Star in the centre of the ribbon and continue to wear the insignia after leaving the unit. Personnel who are subsequently posted to the unit wear the insignia without the Federation Star and only while actually posted to the unit. 

Meritorious Unit Citation

For sustained and outstanding service in a warlike operations in Afghanistan from 25 August 2005 to 2 September 2006 in support of the security and stabilisation operation in Afghanistan and the International Coalition Against Terror.

Unit Citation for Gallantry

The combat elements of Special Operations Task Group 637 were awarded the Unit Citation for Gallantry for service in Afghanistan.  The award was acts of extraordinary gallantry in action in Afghanistan from 25 August 2005 to 2 September 2006.  Task Group 637 was in support of the security and stabilisation operations in Afghanistan and the International Coalition Against Terrorism.  The Special Operations Task Group had combat elements from Special Air Service Regiment and 4th Battalion The Royal Australian Regiment (Commando) and undertook over a twelve month period a near faultless campaign against the Anti Coalition Militia in Afghanistan.  During the course of this campaign these combat elements fought a series of ferocious battles and skirmishes against a determined, tough and resourceful enemy exhibiting extraordinary feats of gallantry and endurance.  The operation was comprehensively successful with the combat elements effectively neutralising the enemy as a threat in a number of previously impenetrable sanctuary areas, culminating in the decisive rout of a large insurgent enclave close to the Australian base at Tarin Kowt.
In the course of the 374 day deployment, the combat elements spent 309 days in the field undertaking over one hundred missions resulting in 139 combat engagements with the ene3my ranging from small skirmishes to full scale battles involving hundreds of anti coalition militia.

These operations were conducted without any loss of life.

Black Friday
Twenty young men started that day

Charlie was active not far away

The were given that task “Follow that track”

Once they started they didn’t look back

The scout sighted a bunker – a sign to go slow

There may be trouble – they don’t really know

The first one’s OK – no Charlie in there

But men mustn’t relax – still walk with care

Moving with caution to the bunker ahead

One bad move and some may be dead

A second one cleared – no VC in there

But wait, up ahead, are there any up there?

A deafening roar shatters the air

Someone is hit on the flank over there

The skipper gives orders, “We’ve got to push on”

Through this bloody bamboo it’s really no fun

A section is sent around to the right

These Charlie can really be tough in a fight

The sig has been hit – a round in the chest

The boss gets him out – they all do there best

A section comes in from the side

But the gunner is killed – bravely he died

Another man falls – the skipper is hit

And that VC keeps firing, safe in his pit

Slowly they advance, firing as one

But by this time a lot of ammo is gone
The boss is hit in the leg once again

But he doesn’t bow to the terrible pain

The Sergeant is up there leading them on

They all know well there’s a job to be done

And so, after a well aimed grenade

The top of the rise is finally made

Charlie has gone – beaten at last

But he fought well in the hour that past

The firing has stopped, it’s time to take stock

Three dead and six wounded, a terrible shock

Mick, Jock and Mike all fought to the end

And many a man lost a good friend

It was a hard fight and tough

But these boys are men when the going is rough

There was an omen that some may have seen

For this patrol on Friday thirteen.
